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the front, by preparing himself for his chosen profession.
Jacquelin Ambler had been one of Yorktown's wealthiest men, and his house was called a "mansion." But the war had ruined him financially; l and the year 1780 found the Ambler family dwelling in humble quarters. "The small retired tenement35 to which reduced circumstances forced him to take his invalid wife and young children stood next door to the headquarters of Colonel Thomas Marshall. The Ambler family was under Colonel Marshall's protection, for the father's duties as State Councillor kept him at Williamsburg.2 But the reverse of Jacquelin Ambler's fortunes did not make this little house less attractive than his "mansion" had been.
The unusual charm of his daughters rendered that modest abode very popular. Indeed, this quality of pleasing seems to have been a common possession of the Ambler family, and has become historic. It was this very Jacquelin Ambler for whom Rebecca Bur-well threw over Thomas Jefferson. This Virginia belle was the love of Jefferson's youth. She was the "Campana in die,"3 "Belinda," "Adnileb," and "K B." of Jefferson's letters.4 But Rebecca Bur-
1 "Certain it is that another Revolutionary War can never happen to affect and ruin a family so completely as ours has been!" It "involved our immediate family in poverty and perplexity of every kind." (Mrs. Carrington to her sister Nancy; Atlantic Monthly, Ixxxiv, 545-47.) .
a 16.                   * Dog Latin and crude pun for "bell in day."
4 Jefferson to Page and to Fleming,'from Dec. 25, 1762, to March 20,1764; Works: Ford, i, 434-52. In these delightful letters Jefferson tells of his infatuation, sometimes writing "Adnileb" in Greek.
"He is a boy and is indisputably in love in this good year 1763, and